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It is my pleasure to welcome you to the second concert of PEISO’s 56th season.  
We ride the wave of an exciting start to our season, and welcome our second guest 
conductor to the stage, who brings us another thrilling program of music with our 
Symphony musicians. As a reminder, we continue to invite season ticket holders to make 
their voices heard and give feedback to support PEISO’s evaluation process as we work 
to select a new music director at the end of this season.

Our mandates include cultivating future Island musicians and expanding our presence 
to various communities on PEI. In that vein we seek to build on engagement with Island 
students, enhancing accessibility to our concerts and program offerings, involving 
younger musicians and artists. We look forward to growing our initiative to send a 
student to the Symphony. Also, if you have not already done so, we hope you will join the 
musicians of PEISO who will provide live music for The Nutcracker, presented twice this 
December 2 at the Sobey Family Theatre in collaboration with CCOA’s dance umbrella.

Finally, November is “Giving Tuesday” month, and we hope you will consider making 
a charitable pledge to support PEISO programs and initiatives. Our orchestra is unique 
and exciting, and your continuous 
support ensures we continue to grow 
and explore new ways to connect with 
the Island music-loving community, 
while laying a strong foundation for 
the years to come.

Enjoy the program, and thank you 
for joining us!

David Sharpe
Dr. David Sharpe
President, PEISO Board of Directors 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Special thanks this afternoon go to
our season sponsors

The Joan and Regis Duffy Foundation
Without your help,

our concerts would not be possible!



 

June to
September

2024

PRESENTED BY

902-836-3733  |  1-866-836-3733
www.underthespire.ca        @underthespire

#StepInsideTheMusic
and hear the magic for yourself!

Formerly known as the Indian River Festival, 

for a one-of-a-kind musical experience at 
Historic St. Mary's in rural PEI.



Greetings from the 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Prince Edward Island 

As Honorary Patron to the Prince Edward Island Symphony Orchestra, 
I look forward to the new and exciting chapter in the orchestra’s 
history. As part of the Music Director Search, the four finalists will 
audition as Guest Conductors for this season’s performances. I wish 
each of them a memorable and rewarding experience. 

L’Orchestre symphonique de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard offre aux Insulaires des 
experiences enrichissantes de musique orchestrale de haute qualité en direct 
dans le Théâtre de la famille Sobey du Centre des arts de la Confédération. 
Je suis très reconnaissante pour votre contribution artistique importante aux 
Insulaires.

I commend the directors for inviting subscribers to contribute to the 
selection of the next Music Director by sharing their feedback on each 
performance and guest conductor. I encourage the PEISO community 
to exercise this unique privilege in this selection process.  Make your 
opinion count!  

On behalf of His Majesty The King, I wish to express my gratitude 
and appreciation to the talented and dedicated musicians, Board of 
Directors and staff of the PEISO, volunteers, patrons, sponsors and 
all supporters for their generous and valuable contribution to the live 
musical experience in Prince Edward Island.

Honourable Antoinette Perry, OPEI
Lieutenant Governor of Prince Edward Island



Winner of the International Conductors Workshop and Competition, Kira Omelchenko (she/
her) is an Associate Dean of Performance and Recruitment, Associate Professor of Music, 
and the Conductor of the Symphony Orchestra at Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty of Music 
(Ontario, Canada). Prior to Laurier she served as Director of the Orchestra and String Studies at 
Florida Southern College and the Director of Orchestra and Strings at The University of Tampa 
(US). A passionate educator, she was nominated for a Grammy Music Educator Award, the 
Laurier Innovation in Teaching Award, and was the recipient of the prestigious 2018 FSC Miller 
Distinguished Professor Award. 
 
Most recently, Kira has been selected for a prestigious Fulbright Scholar Award for 2023-24 
where she will be in New Zealand for five months conducting, teaching, mentoring students, 
collaborating with local composers, and conducting research in the National Library of New 
Zealand. During her Fulbright, she will be a visiting scholar and artist-in-residence at The New 
Zealand School of Music—Te Kōkī, at Victoria University, in Wellington, New Zealand.

Kira is the 2022 winner of the Ernst Bacon Memorial Award for the Performance of American 
Music, a 2022 finalist in the National American Prize in Music virtual concert production category 
and is a past prize winner in Opera Conducting category. Upcoming conducting engagements 
include Carnegie Hall, the Vienna Opera Academy, Oregon All-State Orchestra, Orlando All-
County Orchestra, Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony, Waterloo Chamber Players, and residencies 
in Thailand, South Korea, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, British Columbia, and Hawaii.

As the 2017 winner of the International Institute for Conductors in Bulgaria, Kira conducted the 
Vidin State Philharmonic Orchestra in a Concerto Festival and was invited back to guest conduct 
in their 2017-18 season. In the summers of 2019 and 2018, she served as artist in residence and 
guest conductor at the University of Aveiro (Portugal) where she mentored graduate conducting 
students and conducted the University Orchestra. During her residency in Portugal she was 
also invited as a guest lecturer and conducting mentor at the Conservatorio Superior de Música 
de Castilla y León in Salamanca, Spain. In addition, she served as the string director at the 
International Opera Performing Experience Festival in Mercatello sul Metauro (Italy) in July 2019.  

Additional guest conducting appearances include conducting the 2021 Florida All-State Honors 
Orchestra, the Gwinnett Symphony Chamber Symphony (Georgia), the Imperial Symphony 
Orchestra (Florida), the Seasons Music Festival Orchestra in Yakima, Washington, and the 
Bulgarian State Opera in Burgas. In 2015 Kira was selected to participate in a conducting 
festival in St. Petersburg, Russia where she conducted the orchestra in the historic Mariinsky 
Theatre. She has held international conducting fellowships and has studied in Vienna, Rotterdam 
and Amsterdam conservatories in the Netherlands and Bulgaria. She has also participated in 
conducting workshops with Gustav Meier, Ulrich Nicolai, and Harold Farberman.

As a collaborative leader in community engagement, Kira has served on Faculty Senate and the 
Board of Directors for the Imperial Symphony Orchestra and the St. Augustine Youth Orchestra. 
As an advocate for diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility, she serves on the orchestra panel 

"My passions are music and people. When you have 
100 people in one room, to create that relationship with 
one another and the music is something special."    
-Kira Omelchenko (from an article by Cary McMullen and Salma Nawlo, Art-i-facts Magazine, Polk County, Lakeland, FL Spring, 2015)



KIRA OMELCHENKO

for And We Were Heard (AWWH), an organization that brings quality recordings of works by 
underrepresented composers, and is a mentor for Girls Who Conduct, a program that encourages 
the upcoming generation of women, women-identifying, and non-binary conductors. As 
a recipient of the Sigma Alpha Iota Conducting Scholarship, she has presented research at 
international, national, and state conferences including the International Conference on Arts 
& Humanities (IAFOR), The National Society for Experiential Education (NSEE), National 
Association for Music Education (NAfME), American String Teachers Association (ASTA), and 
Florida Music Education Association (FMEA).  

A native of Kansas, Kira holds a bachelor’s degree in music and theatre from Knox College, a 
master’s degree in orchestral conducting from the University of New Mexico, and a doctoral 
degree in orchestral conducting from the University of Iowa, where she studied with William 
LaRue Jones. 

Kira is currently one of four finalists in the search for the next Music Director of the Prince 
Edward Island Symphony Orchestra. Find out more about her at kiraconductor.com.
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BOX OFFICE: 1 800 565 0278 
confederationcentre.com

dance umbrella with PEI Symphony Orchestra

THE NUTCRACKER  
 

 
A beloved holiday tradition  
to delight the whole family!

Sponsored by

DEC.2, 2PM & 7:30PM • SOBEY FAMILY THEATRE



Play With Us!
Are you an experienced musician who enjoys the challenge of 
performing diverse repertoire?  Do you love making music with others? 

We’d love to hear you!  

The PEI Symphony Orchestra is a group of dedicated professional, community and student musicians, 
united in their pursuit of delivering high quality live orchestral music to Islanders. We are currently 

auditioning for all orchestral sections to complement our season roster and substitution list.

Auditions may happen at anytime. If you are interested in being part of this 

dynamic musical organization, please contact auditions@peisymphony.com



LA FIAMMATA
four hands piano duo

September 2023

NOËL WAN
harp

October 2023

STICK&BOW
cello and marimba

November 2023

DUO CORDELIA
violin and piano
February 2024

AMIR AMIRI ENSEMBLE
persian ensemble
March 2024

DEBUT GOES TO SCHOOL: Bring a Debut Atlantic Artist into your Atlantic Region School. 
Host a concert, a discussion, or a masterclass at no cost. Apply online!

2023/2024
season

saison

debutatlantic.ca



PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
KIRA OMELCHENKO  GUEST CONDUCTOR

“Farandole” from L’Arlésienne Suite no. 2  4'    Georges Bizet
    (1838–1875)

Dance of the Yao People  8'  Liu Tieshan (b. 1923) and
     Mao Yuan (1926–2022)

Sarabande & Tarantelle Styrienne  10'           Claude Debussy (1862–1918)
    orch. by Maurice Ravel

Sea of Blossoms  6'   Kevin Lau
    (b. 1982)

Waltz no. 2  4'                                         Dmitri Shostakovich (1906–1975)
     arr. by Trevor Wagler

Satchmo! (Tribute to Louis Armstrong)  5'           arr. by Ted Rickets
 Features: What a Wonderful World, When the Saints Go Marching In,
 St. Louis Blues, and Hello Dolly!

~ INTERMISSION ~

“Hoedown” Rodeo Ballet 5'     Aaron Copland  
    (1900–1990)

Thumbelina Ballet Suite (mvt 5)  7'           Alla Pavlova
    (1921–1992)
 V. Thumbelina Meets the Prince

Libertango  3'                                                Astor Piazzolla (1921–1992)
     arr. by James Kazik

Capriccio Espagnol, Op. 34  16'   Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
    (1844–1908)
 I.  Alborada
 II.  Variazioni
 III.  Alborada
 IV.  Scena a canto gitano
 V.  Fandango asturiano

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2023 • 2:30PM
CONFEDERATION CENTRE OF THE ARTS

CHARLOTTETOWN, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Syncopation Sensation
AN AFTERNOON OF SYMPHONIC DANCES



In 1872, Georges Bizet composed incidental music for Alphonse Daudet’s L’Arlésienne. 
The play was coolly received, but Bizet’s score was a success—as was the orchestral suite he 
arranged later that year. It was such a success that in 1879, four years after the composer’s 
death, a second suite was commissioned—possibly from Bizet’s friend Ernest Guiraud. The 
Farandole from L’Arlésienne Suite no. 2 is one of the composer’s most performed pieces. 
You may recognize a well-known Provençal carol as one of the themes.

Composed collaboratively by Liu Tieshan and Mao Yuan in 1952, Dance of the Yao 
People was inspired by traditional festive music of the Yao people of southern China. Built 
on contrasting elements, the piece alternates gentle melodies with energetic dances. It has 
inspired several pop songs and was used in the soundtrack of a video game.

In 1922, music publisher Jean Joubert asked Maurice Ravel to orchestrate two piano pieces 
by the late Claude Debussy. They are occasionally heard in their original settings, but the 
stately Sarabande and animated Tarantelle Styrienne are more familiar in Ravel’s lush 
orchestrations.

Much sought-after composer Kevin Lau has created scores for ballets, films, chamber 
ensembles, and symphony orchestras. Dedicated to the memory of film composer Basil 
Poledouris, Sea of Blossoms was inspired by a haiku that begins “Blossoms on the waves…” 
In a style reminiscent of Poledouris, Lau invokes the image of the title by presenting a theme 
on a solo instrument and alternates it with “chorus-like sections in which the entire orchestra 
moves and breathes like a single entity, like the wind or the sea.”
 
He is thought of as a serious composer, but Dimitri Shostakovich included cabaret, operettas, 
musicals, and film scores in his catalogue. Waltz no. 2 was first heard in the 1955 Soviet Film 
The First Echelon. It later appeared in The Suite for Variety Orchestra No. 1 arranged by Levon 
Atovmyan from the composer’s film scores. The piece sounds light-hearted; however, there is 
an unsettling dark cynicism below the surface.

In Satchmo!, arranger Ted Ricketts pays tribute to the great jazz pioneer Louis Armstrong. 
Can you identify the four hits from his remarkable career as trumpeter and vocalist?
 

Programme notes written by Will Hobbs.



Aaron Copland often worked variation on American folk tunes into his work; however, in the 
ballet Rodeo he left them largely unaltered. Hoedown begins with “Bonaparte’s Retreat” as its 
major theme.  Interwoven with the original “Rodeo” theme, “Miss McLeod’s Reel,” and briefly 
the Irish melody “Gilderoy” it returns as a lively canon to end the work with a grand fanfare.

Meeting with the Prince, the 5th movement of the Thumbelina Ballet Suite by Ukrainian-
Russian composer Alla Pavlova, is in the manner of a classical pas-de-deux adagio. In the 
sweeping melody it is easy to picture the arabesques, lifts, and pirouettes as Thumbelina dances 
with her prince.

With Libertango, Argentine composer Astor Piazzolla moved from “classical” to “nuevo” 
or new tango, introducing new instruments and structure to the traditional dance. Since its 
premiere in 1974, it has been adapted for voice (folk and pop), guitar, cello, piano, string 
quartet—and here, for string orchestra by James Kazik.

Though Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov intended his Capriccio Espagnol for solo violin and 
orchestra, it eventually became a work that highlights each section of the orchestra. The 
full orchestra begins Alborada with the clarinet and violin emerging as solo instruments. 
Variations elaborates on a simple Spanish folk melody that passes to various solo voices ending 
with the flute. Alborada reappears with the violin and clarinet reversing roles. A drum roll 
introduces Scene and Gypsy Song, and the solo trumpet states the theme which is taken up by 
other instruments ending in a harp and triangle duet. The strings break into the fiery gypsy 
dance which leads directly into the trombones and winds introduction of Fandango of the 
Asturias. The Alborada returns to bring the piece to a fiery close.

PROGRAMME NOTES



Piatto Charlottetown 45 Queen Street 
T 902.892.0909

WINE + DINE
BEFORE THE SHOW FOR 
AN AUTHENTIC ITALIAN 

DINING EXPERIENCE

PrinceEdwardIsland.ca • IleduPrinceEdouard.ca

Music is the universal language 
that we all speak and understand. It 
brings together people, cultures and 
communities alike, and contributes to 
the vibrancy that is our Island.
Every season, the PEI Symphony 
Orchestra offers many occasions 
to discover our talented Island 
musicians. Special this year, 
spectators will have the unique 
opportunity to help the Symphony 
select a new music director. 
As a proud supporter of the 
PEI Symphony Orchestra, the 
Province wishes our Island music 
community and spectators 
another excellent season. 

Economic Development, Innovation and Trade Minister Gilles Arsenault

La musique est un langage universel. Elle 
rassemble les gens, les cultures  

et les communautés, et contribue  
au dynamisme de notre île.

Chaque saison, l’Orchestre symphonique de 
l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard offre de nombreuses 

occasions de découvrir les musiciennes et 
musiciens talentueux de la province. Cette année, 

les spectatrices et spectateurs auront l’occasion 
unique d’aider l’orchestre symphonique à choisir 

une nouvelle directrice musicale ou  
un nouveau directeur musical.

Le gouvernement de l’Île-du-Prince-
Édouard est fier d’appuyer l’Orchestre 

symphonique de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard, et 
souhaite à la communauté musicale et 

aux spectatrices et spectateurs de 
l’Île une autre excellente saison.



Introducing the new

PEI Symphony Orchestra Endowment Fund
Created by String Music Atlantic, the PEISO’s first endowment fund is designed 
to support the Orchestra’s activities, while providing opportunities for young 
musicians to learn. All gifts will be eligible for up to dollar for dollar matching from 
Canadian Heritage. Help us create a legacy for decades to come!

To make a donation contact the PEISO staff at
admin@peisymphony.com / 902-892-4333
or the team at Community Foundation of PEI at
info@cfpei.ca / 902-892-3440

The Haviland welcomes the PEISO as
a Not-For-Profit member.

A meaningful and welcoming community gathering place for 
all since 1997. New Members are always welcomed.

HavilandClub.com  •  902.894.4421

The Haviland

A Gathering Place For All Since 1997

We're proud to announce our participation in the "PEI Gives" Giving Tuesday 
Campaign. Your donation can make a significant impact, and here's the best part: the 
charity that raises the most money will receive a generous top-up of $1,500! 
Let's work together to achieve this goal. Scan the QR code to contribute to our cause. 
Every little bit counts!



FLUTE
Morgan Saulnier
Amanda Mark
Miriam Rhodes
OBOE
Jolene Buchholz
Marc DesRoches
Yurli Koval
CLARINET
Karem Simon
Anonymous Sponsor
Amy Simon
Anonymous Sponsor
Ruth Simon
BASSOON
Devin Wesley
Amy Dawson
HORN
Darin MacBeth
Michael Chisholm
William Costin
Jessica Amador
TRUMPET
Laura MacLeod
Anonymous Sponsor
Sean McIntyre
Jamie LeBlanc
TROMBONE
Dale Sorensen
Anonymous Sponsor
Reuben Bauer
Daniel MacDonald

TUBA
Bob Nicholson
pERCUSSIOn
Branden Kelly
Michael Gallant
Ryan Drew
Krista Bryson
Bowen Wang
KEYBOARD
Stephanie Cole
Violin I
Hok Kwan
Pauline Josey
Sean Kemp
Darren DeWolfe
Timi Levy
Ellen McQuillan
Sachiko Akikawa-Bauer
Jennifer Lau
Patricia Roberts
Olasunkanmi Omotosho
Jennifer Steele
Evelyn Yang
Violin II
Madeline Kapp MacDonald
Margo Connors
Mag Lillo
Samantha Murphy
Monique Girouard
Kev Chang
Margaret Chapman
Tiantian Liu

Nicole Geoffrion
Nathalie Horn
Julie Probert
Zoe Sullivan
Anonymous Sponsor

Viola
Gail Teixeira
Jeffrey Bazett-Jones
Nora Clark
Ruth Burton
Jennifer Darby
Kinley Dowling
Cello
Natalie Williams Calhoun
Anonymous Sponsor
Wendy Evers-Forrester
Sarah Ramer
Rebecca Hulme
Matthieu Hughes
DOUBLE Bass
Adam Hill
Byrann Gowan
Laurie O’Brien
Christina Boyer

THE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

PEISO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023–24
David Sharpe President,  Jenna Brown Vice President, Ozlem Akay Treasurer,  Evan McCosham 
Secretary,  Meric Akmel Director,  Xiao Chen Director,  Isaac Mazer Director, Emily Gill Director

PEISO MUSICIANS COMMITTEE 2023–24
Dale Sorensen Co-Chair, Natalie Williams Calhoun Co-Chair, Amanda Mark, Mag Lillo,
Evelyn Yang

PEISO STAFF 2023–24
Laura Ono Head of Operations;  Morgan Saulnier Personnel Manager, Librarian, and 
Orchestra Coordinator; Ryan Drew Social Media Specialist

CONDUCTOR EMERITI
Mark Shapiro (2013–2023), James Mark (2000–2013)

You can sponsor a 
particular performer 
in the PEI Symphony 
Orchestra—you will 
receive a charitable tax 
receipt, be named in our 
programme if you wish, 
and may meet with 
your sponsored 
musician.



Stream anytime,
anywhere

wned.org/classical | mobile app | smart speaker
Ad supported by Carol and Peter Van Caulart

UPEI DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

Committed to
 our students 

artistry

Faculty of ARTS

upei.ca/music  |  music@upei.ca  |  apply@upei.ca

    



SEASON SPONSOR
Joan and Regis Duffy
Foundation 

GOVERNMENT
SPONSORS
Canada Council 
of the Arts
City of Charlottetown
PEI Dept. of Economic 
Growth, Tourism & 
Culture
PEI Dept. of Social 
Development & Housing

CORPORATE
Benefactors
Confederation Centre 
of the Arts
Eastlink
MacBeth Brothers 
Roofing
Maritime Electric
Piatto Pizzeria & Enoteca
Points East Coastal Drive
Provincial Credit Union
Rodd Hotels
Ruby Square
Graphic Design
The Buzz

Benefactors
Dora Lee Kanagy & 
Anne Fairfax Porter 
Charitable Fund

Jarrell Family
in memory of Sue and 
David Darby
Miranda Godkin
Brenda Porter
David Sharpe
Elizabeth Townsend

PATrons
Richard & Lucy Baldwin
Judy Gaudet
Marjorie & Peter Gray
Frances McBurnie
Laura Ono
Angus Orford &
Karen Rose
Bernie & Deborah
O'Rourke
Henry & Gertrude Purdy
Bill Weber & 
Christina Wright

DONORS 
Ozlem Akay
Meriç Akmel
John & Christine Andrew
Melissa Andrew
Charles Beaver
James & Judith
Beauchamp
Vivian Beer
Barbara Bovaird
Bob & Lynn Brooks
Jenna Brown
Jaeyoung Chong

Annabel Cohen
Timothy Cooper
& Susan Bleakney
William Costin
Jennifer Darby
Randolph Doiron
John Downing
Steven Ellis
Jim & Doris Feltham
Timothy Fitzpatrick & 
Brenda Fraser
Judy Fraser
Yuqin Gong
John & Catherine Gordon
Will Hobbs &
Laurent Beaulieu
Jennifer Holdway
Amy Hsiao & Nicholas 
Krouglicof
Gregory & Sue Irvine
Heidi Hutchings Kays
Kathleen Linkletter
Connie & Wes MacAleer
Darin MacBeth
Joan MacDonald
Laura MacLeod
Betty McNab
Ellen McQuillan
Henry Orford
Glenn & Maryanne 
Palmer
Dan Roswell
Mei Qu
Rev. Dr. Andrew
Richardson

Jean Robinson
Patricia Robinson &
Tom Barker
Hazel & John Robinson
Judy Shaw
Nadine Smith-Koch
Hazel Smith 
Dale Sorensen
John Spearns
Andrew Tasker
Dr. Leith Thompson
Jim Travers
Les & Sally Warrington
Kevin Yarr
John Brian & Judy Weaver
Grant Honeyman &
Stephen Yarrow

Friends
Peter Bevan-Baker
Florence Bell
Kay Diviney
Dorothy Lewis
David & Barbara
MacNevin
Deborah Meek
Samantha Murphy
Grace Olds
Shannon Pratt
John Rousseau
Jacqueline Sorensen 
Young
Betty Anne Younker

THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT INCLUDING:

The donor list is updated in each concert programme. Please let us know of any errors, omissions, 
or corrections. To make a donation and be added to this list, please contact the 

PEI Symphony Orchestra office.

Music Director Sponsor - $10,000  •  Benefactor - $1,000 & over
Musician Sponsor $500–$5,000  •  Patron - $500–$999

Donor - $100–$499  •  Friend - $20–$99

Donations are credited in our programmes and acknowledged with an official tax receipt.

Our charitable number is 11910 3216 RR0001. Donate online at peisymphony.com or mail to:
PEI Symphony Orchestra, PO Box 185, Charlottetown, PE C1A 7K4

902-892-4333  •  admin@peisymphony.com 





Prince Edward Island Symphony Orchestra
PO Box 185, Charlottetown, PE C1A 7K4  • 902-892-4333 • admin@peisymphony.com

Graphic Design by Ruby Square Graphic Design

peisymphony.com

Joan & Regis 
Duffy Foundation


