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It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 56th season of the PEI Symphony Orchestra. It 
is an exciting time for our Island’s orchestra, with our search for a new music director 
narrowed to four talented and experienced finalists, who bring diverse and enriching 
programs to our stage this year. We hope that you will help inform our choice through 
this final selection process and provide feedback after each concert — surveys will be 
emailed to all season ticket holder subscribers following each concert week-end. As the 
PEISO’s organization was historically formed as a society, it is essential that we hear from 
all stakeholders to help make this important decision collaboratively, as it serves to shape 
our PEISO in the years ahead.

While keeping a foot grounded in the classical masterworks, the PEISO also seeks to 
expand its mission, making additional connections to communities throughout PEI, 
including a variety in programming and musical experiences. Our musicians, the heart 
of our organization, bring together their talents with an intensity and excitement that 
touches the soul of our audiences.  Thank you for your continued support of the PEISO. 
Our orchestra is a special gem that we 
continue to polish in hopes that we 
convey to you, our audience, the spirit 
of PEI in a way that only orchestral 
music can.

David Sharpe
Dr. David Sharpe
President, PEISO Board of Directors 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Special thanks this afternoon go to
our season sponsors

The Joan and Regis Duffy Foundation
Without your help,

our concerts would not be possible!



 

June to
September

2024

PRESENTED BY

902-836-3733  |  1-866-836-3733
www.underthespire.ca        @underthespire

#StepInsideTheMusic
and hear the magic for yourself!

Formerly known as the Indian River Festival, 

for a one-of-a-kind musical experience at 
Historic St. Mary's in rural PEI.



Greetings from the 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Prince Edward Island 

As Honorary Patron to the Prince Edward Island Symphony Orchestra, 
I look forward to the new and exciting chapter in the orchestra’s 
history. As part of the Music Director Search, the four finalists will 
audition as Guest Conductors for this season’s performances. I wish 
each of them a memorable and rewarding experience. 

L’Orchestre symphonique de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard offre aux Insulaires des 
experiences enrichissantes de musique orchestrale de haute qualité en direct 
dans le Théâtre de la famille Sobey du Centre des arts de la Confédération. 
Je suis très reconnaissante pour votre contribution artistique importante aux 
Insulaires.

I commend the directors for inviting subscribers to contribute to the 
selection of the next Music Director by sharing their feedback on each 
performance and guest conductor. I encourage the PEISO community 
to exercise this unique privilege in this selection process.  Make your 
opinion count!  

On behalf of His Majesty The King, I wish to express my gratitude 
and appreciation to the talented and dedicated musicians, Board of 
Directors and staff of the PEISO, volunteers, patrons, sponsors and 
all supporters for their generous and valuable contribution to the live 
musical experience in Prince Edward Island.

Honourable Antoinette Perry, OPEI
Lieutenant Governor of Prince Edward Island



Jaelem Bhate is a conductor and composer whose diversity has come to define his career. 
A strong proponent of reinvention and accessibility, Jaelem works to reimagine the role of 
instrumental music in the 21st century. He was named to CBC’s Hot 30 Under 30 Classical 
Musicians in 2019 and continues to grow his reputation of sensitive and collaborative 
artistry and musicianship at home and internationally.

As a conductor, Jaelem founded Symphony 21; a professional orchestra based in Vancouver 
producing a wide variety of collaborative and unique projects for largely new-to-orchestra 
audiences. Symphony 21 often works with community partners, artistic or otherwise, to 
produce orchestral concerts with a strong social message in unexpected venues or settings. 
The orchestra under his leadership organized a benefit concert for Ukraine 11 days after the 
outbreak of the war, and raised $25k for the Canadian Red Cross humanitarian relief fund; 
the largest single-event fundraised west of Toronto for the cause.

Jaelem was named music director of the Vancouver Brass Collective in 2019 and is preparing 
for the release of the ensembles first studio album Acoustic Alloy in 2023. He has guested 
with the symphonies of Vancouver and Winnipeg as the winner of the RBC Canadian 
Conductors’ showcase, and has worked with orchestras in the USA, Italy, and Romania. 
In addition to being a finalist for the role of Music Director with the Prince Edward Island 
Symphony Orchestra, he was a candidate for Artistic Director of the Guelph Symphony and 
has acted as cover conductor with the National Arts Centre Orchestra multiple times. An 
advocate for new music, he has conducted over 20 world premieres. Recently, with members 
of Symphony 21, he recorded a new operetta by Canadian composer Katerina Gimon with 
Re:Naissance Opera and Visceral Visions.

As a composer, his works have been performed by the Vancouver and Victoria Symphonies, 
as well as many chamber ensembles and soloists. In the jazz world, he has released two 
albums with the Jaelem Bhate Jazz Orchestra; On the Edge, and Carmen, a reimagining of 
Bizet’s opera for jazz ensemble. on the edge won the Julian Award for emerging Canadian 
jazz excellence and spent two weeks at the top of the EarShot national jazz charts. Recent 
commissions include the Canadian National Jazz Orchestra as the winner of the Hugh Fraser 
Composer Award, The Vertical Orchestra by Redshift Music, and a 20-minute orchestral 
work for Tutta Musica Orchestra to be released on the renowned Leaf record label. Jaelem 
has received grants from the Canada Council for the Arts and FACTOR Canada for his 
compositions, including for a new orchestral work paired with original cinematic video, A 
City Soundscape, in Fall 2022, funded by the Canada Council in partnership with Canadian 
videographer Andrij Lyskov.

When you’re conducting, you kind of need to be a co-composer, 
if you will, in that not everything in the music is on the page. 
The conductor is not just there to wave their arms but to create 
something out of the score, even though it’s within someone 
else’s framework.”   -Jaelem Bhate (from an article by Alexander Varty, The Georgia Straight, Sept. 11/19)



Jaelem holds a MMus in orchestral conducting and BMus in percussion performance from 
the University of British Columbia where he studied with Dr. Jonathan Girard and Vern 
Griffiths respectively. He has furthered his conducting studies with Alexander Shelley, 
Bramwell Tovey, Boris Brott, Gerard Schwarz, Neil Varon, Paul Nadler, and Christian 
Macelaru, and counts Dr. Robert Taylor as an early conducting mentor. He twice served 
as assistant conductor with the National Academy Orchestra of Canada, and was a 
conducting fellow at the NACO mentorship program with Alexander Shelley, the Cabrillo 
Festival, Eastern Music Festival, and PRISMA festival. Jaelem studied composition with 
Fred Stride, and has furthered his education with Jocelyn Morlock, Edward Top, Rufus 
Reid, John Clayton, and Ron Miles. He is currently on faculty at the University of British 
Columbia School of Music where he lectures in conducting and served as interim director 
of orchestras and bands during the 2022/23 academic year.

Jaelem is currently one of four finalists in the search for the next Music Director of the Prince Edward 
Island Symphony Orchestra. Find out more about him at jaelembhate.com.

JAELEM BHATE
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Play With Us!
Are you an experienced musician who enjoys the challenge of 
performing diverse repertoire?  Do you love making music with others? 

We’d love to hear you!  

The PEI Symphony Orchestra is a group of dedicated professional, community and student musicians, 
united in their pursuit of delivering high quality live orchestral music to Islanders. We are currently 

auditioning for all orchestral sections to complement our season roster and substitution list.

Auditions may happen at anytime. If you are interested in being part of this 

dynamic musical organization, please contact auditions@peisymphony.com



LA FIAMMATA
four hands piano duo

September 2023

NOËL WAN
harp

October 2023

STICK&BOW
cello and marimba

November 2023

DUO CORDELIA
violin and piano
February 2024

AMIR AMIRI ENSEMBLE
persian ensemble
March 2024

DEBUT GOES TO SCHOOL: Bring a Debut Atlantic Artist into your Atlantic Region School. 
Host a concert, a discussion, or a masterclass at no cost. Apply online!

2023/2024
season

saison

debutatlantic.ca



PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
JAELEM BHATE  GUEST CONDUCTOR

Roots Beneath  6'             Katerina Gimon
    (b. 1993)

Remembrance  6'             Roydon Tse
    (b. 1991)

Romeo and Juliet, Fantasy Overture  21'             Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
    (1840–1893)

~ INTERMISSION ~

Ballade for Orchestra, Op. 33 12'     Samuel Coleridge-Taylor  
    (1875–1912)

The Firebird Suite (1919 Version)  22'             Igor Stravinksy
    (1882–1971)
 I.  Introduction
 II. The Firebird and its Dance
	 III.		 The	Firebird’s	Variation
	 IV.		 The	Princesses’	Khorovod
	 V.		 Infernal	Dance	of	King	Kashchei
	 VI.		 Berceuse
	 VII.		 Finale

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2023 • 2:30PM
CONFEDERATION CENTRE OF THE ARTS

CHARLOTTETOWN, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

BeginningSOUNDS OF A



In 2022, the National Youth Orchestra of Canada premiered Roots Beneath by Vancouver-
based composer, improviser, and vocalist Katerina Gimon. Inspired by the forests of British 
Columbia, the work celebrates the life and death of the mother, or oldest tree, in the forest 
that through her roots nourishes the trees around her. The piece revels in the beauty of the 
forest and the majesty of the mother tree that even in her passing gives life and nourishment 
to her community.

Remembrances was composed shortly after Roydon Tse arrived in Canada from Hong Kong.  
Premiered in Edmonton in 2008, it is a window into the past and represents Tse’s memories 
of his time in the UK and Hong Kong. It begins with a melancholy melody transitioning to a 
lighter mood and ending on a boisterous note with triumphant brass and strings.



Mily Balakirev encouraged Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky to compose a tone poem based on 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and mentored his work. It premiered in 1870 but the reception 
was lukewarm at best. In 1872, Tchaikovsky reworked the piece incorporating many of 
Balakirev’s suggestions and it was more warmly received. However, the Romeo and Juliet, 
Fantasy Overture we hear today was the result of further revision in 1880. Central to all three is 
the familiar love theme with the English horn representing Romeo and the flutes Juliet.  Woven 
around them are the themes of Friar Lawrence and the strife between the waring Capulets and 
Montagues. A sad gentle theme evokes the death of the lovers, but the piece ends with a roar of 
anger at the futility of it all.

At the suggestion of Edward Elgar, the prestigious Three Choirs Festival commissioned Samuel 
Coleridge-Taylor to compose a piece for the 1898 Festival. His ebullient Ballade for Orchestra, 
Op.33   was a great success. After the premiere, Sir Arthur Sullivan wrote that he was “impressed 
by the lad’s genius… The music is fresh and original … at times luscious, rich and sensual…” 
The recent revival of interest in his works gives us an opportunity to experience that genius.

The young Igor Stravinsky had impressed Serge Diaghilev but wasn’t the impresario’s first 
choice to compose The Firebird. However, when it opened the Ballet Russes’ 1910 season in 
Paris, it was an immediate hit. Stravinsky created three suites from the score, and though he 
maintained The Firebird Suite (1919 Version) contained many errors, it has proved the most 
often performed. The suite encapsulates the Russian folk story of the Firebird, a creature that 
brings both good and bad fortune. A pianissimo opening takes us into the garden of the evil 
Kashschei where Prince Ivan pursues and catches the Firebird. She promises to help him free 
his captive Princess who dances with her sisters. When he discovers the Prince, Kashschei 
becomes enraged but the Firebird leads him and his demons in an infernal dance that exhausts 
the evil forces. She lulls them to sleep with a tranquil lullaby and Ivan crushes the egg containing 
Kashschei’s soul. Everyone is freed from the evil enchantments and celebrate as a solo horn 
announces the break of a new day.

PROGRAMME NOTES

Programme notes written by Will Hobbs.



Piatto Charlottetown 45 Queen Street 
T 902.892.0909

WINE + DINE
BEFORE THE SHOW FOR 
AN AUTHENTIC ITALIAN 

DINING EXPERIENCE

PrinceEdwardIsland.ca • IleduPrinceEdouard.ca

Music is the universal language 
that we all speak and understand. It 
brings together people, cultures and 
communities alike, and contributes to 
the vibrancy that is our Island.
Every season, the PEI Symphony 
Orchestra offers many occasions 
to discover our talented Island 
musicians. Special this year, 
spectators will have the unique 
opportunity to help the Symphony 
select a new music director. 
As a proud supporter of the 
PEI Symphony Orchestra, the 
Province wishes our Island music 
community and spectators 
another excellent season. 

Economic Development, Innovation and Trade Minister Gilles Arsenault

La musique est un langage universel. Elle 
rassemble les gens, les cultures  

et les communautés, et contribue  
au dynamisme de notre île.

Chaque saison, l’Orchestre symphonique de 
l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard offre de nombreuses 

occasions de découvrir les musiciennes et 
musiciens talentueux de la province. Cette année, 

les spectatrices et spectateurs auront l’occasion 
unique d’aider l’orchestre symphonique à choisir 

une nouvelle directrice musicale ou  
un nouveau directeur musical.

Le gouvernement de l’Île-du-Prince-
Édouard est fier d’appuyer l’Orchestre 

symphonique de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard, et 
souhaite à la communauté musicale et 

aux spectatrices et spectateurs de 
l’Île une autre excellente saison.



Announcing the new

PEI Symphony Orchestra Endowment Fund
Created by String Music Atlantic, the PEISO’s first endowment fund is designed 
to support the Orchestra’s activities, while providing opportunities for young 
musicians to learn. All gifts will be eligible for up to dollar for dollar matching from 

Canadian Heritage. Help us create a legacy for decades to come!

To make a donation contact the PEISO staff at

admin@peisymphony.com / 902-892-4333

or the team at Community Foundation of PEI at

info@cfpei.ca / 902-892-3440

Become a Corporate Sponsor
Corporate support enables the PEISO to continue to provide the finest classical music 
experiences to thousands of Islanders each year. The PEISO offers a range of sponsorship 

opportunities with attractive marketing and entertainment benefits including:

Recognition in all promotional materials (print and online)
An opportunity to address the audience from the stage prior to a performance

Complimentary concert tickets and event passes for your staff and clients

Our PEISO Administration and Board are ready to work personally with you to create 
sponsorship recognition designed to meet your company’s unique needs. 

Contact us at admin@peisymphony.com or 902-892-4333.

The Havilland welcomes the PEISO as
a Not-For-Profit member.

A meaningful and welcoming community gathering place for 
all since 1997. New Members are always welcomed.

HavilandClub.com  •  902.894.4421

The Haviland

A Gathering Place For All Since 1997



FLUTE
Morgan Saulnier
Amanda Mark
Miriam Rhodes

OBOE
Jolene Buchholz
Marc DesRoches
Yurli Koval

CLARINET
Karem Simon
Amy Simon
Ruth Simon

BASSOON
Robert Lewis
Amy Dawson

HORN
Darin MacBeth
Michael Chisholm
William Costin
Justin Amador

TRUMPET
Laura MacLeod
Anonymous Sponsor
Henry Orford
Sean MacIntyre

TROMBONE
Dale Sorensen
Anonymous Sponsor
Reuben Bauer
Daniel MacDonald

TUBA
Bob Nicholson

pERCUSSIOn
Branden Kelly
Michael Gallant
Ryan Drew
Shawn Doiron
Krista Bryson

KEYBOARD
Stephanie Cole

Violin I
Hok Kwan
Pauline Josey
Sean Kemp
Darren DeWolfe
Ellen McQuillan
Sachiko Akikawa-Bauer
Jennifer Lau
Patricia Roberts
Jennifer Steele
Evelyn Yang
Olasunkanmi Omotosho

Violin II
Madeline Kapp MacDonald
Margo Connors
Mag Lillo
Samantha Murphy
Monique Girouard
Kev Chang
Margaret Chapman
Tiantian Liu
Nathalie Horn

Julie Probert
Zoe Sullivan

Viola
Gail Teixeira
Jeffrey Bazett-Jones
Nora Clark
Ruth Burton
Jennifer Darby

Cello
Natalie Williams Calhoun
Anonymous Sponsor
Wendy Evers-Forrester
Rebecca Hulme
Matthieu Hughes
Daniel Britt

DOUBLE Bass
Adam Hill
Byrann Gowan
Laurie O’Brien
Melissa Andrew

David Sharpe President,  Jenna Brown Vice President, Ozlem Akay Treasurer,  Evan McCosham 
Secretary,  Meric Akmel Director,  Xiao Chen Director,  Isaac Mazer Director, Emily Gill Director

Laura Ono Head of Operations;  Morgan Saulnier Personnel Manager, Librarian, and 
Orchestra Coordinator; Ryan Drew Social Media Specialist

THE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

PEISO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023–24

PEISO STAFF 2023–24

Dale Sorensen, Natalie Williams Calhoun, Amanda Mark, Mag Lillo, Evelyn Yang
PEISO MUSICIANS COMMITTEE 2023–24

You can sponsor a 
particular performer 
in the PEI Symphony 
Orchestra—you will 
receive a charitable tax 
receipt, be named in our 
programme if you wish, 
and may meet with 
your sponsored 
musician.



Dale Sorensen, Natalie Williams Calhoun, Amanda Mark, Mag Lillo, Evelyn Yang

Stream anytime,
anywhere

wned.org/classical | mobile app | smart speaker
Ad supported by Carol and Peter Van Caulart

UPEI DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

Committed to
 our students 

artistry

Faculty of ARTS

upei.ca/music  |  music@upei.ca  |  apply@upei.ca

    



SEASON SPONSOR
Joan and Regis Duffy
Foundation 

GOVERNMENT
SPONSORS
Canada Council 
of the Arts
City of Charlottetown
PEI Dept. of Economic 
Growth, Tourism & 
Culture
PEI Dept. of Social 
Development & Housing

CORPORATE
Benefactors
Confederation Centre 
of the Arts
Eastlink
MacBeth Brothers 
Roofing
Maritime Electric
Piatto Pizzeria & Enoteca
Points East Coastal Drive
Provincial Credit Union
Rodd Hotels
Ruby Square
Graphic Design
The Buzz

Benefactors
Dora Lee Kanagy & 
Anne Fairfax Porter 
Charitable Fund

Jarrell Family
in memory of Sue and 
David Darby
Miranda Godkin
Brenda Porter
David Sharpe
Elizabeth Townsend

PATrons
Richard & Lucy Baldwin
Judy Gaudet
Marjorie & Peter Gray
Angus Orford &
Karen Rose
Bernie & Deborah
O'Rourke
Henry & Gertrude Purdy
Bill Weber

DONORS 
Ozlem Akay
Meriç Akmel
John & Christine Andrew
Melissa Andrew
Charles Beaver
James & Judith
Beauchamp
Vivian Beer
Barbara Bovaird
Bob & Lynn Brooks
Jenna Brown
Jaeyoung Chong
Annabel Cohen

Timothy Cooper
& Susan Bleakney
William Costin
Jennifer Darby
Randolph Doiron
John Downing
Steven Ellis
Jim & Doris Feltham
Timothy Fitzpatrick & 
Brenda Fraser
Judy Fraser
Yuqin Gong
John & Catherine Gordon
Will Hobbs &
Laurent Beaulieu
Jennifer Holdway
Amy Hsiao & Nicholas 
Krouglicof
Gregory & Sue Irvine
Heidi Hutchings Kays
Kathleen Linkletter
Connie & Wes MacAleer
Darin MacBeth
Joan MacDonald
Laura MacLeod
Betty McNab
Ellen McQuillan
Laura Ono
Henry Orford
Glenn & Maryanne 
Palmer
Mei Qu
Rev. Dr. Andrew
Richardson

Jean Robinson
Patricia Robinson &
Tom Barker
Hazel & John Robinson
Judy Shaw
Nadine Smith-Koch
Hazel Smith 
Dale Sorensen
John Spearns
Andrew Tasker
Dr. Leith Thompson
Jim Travers
Les & Sally Warrington
Kevin Yarr
John Brian & Judy Weaver
Grant Honeyman &
Stephen Yarrow

Friends
Peter Bevan-Baker
Florence Bell
Kay Diviney
Dorothy Lewis
David & Barbara
MacNevin
Deborah Meek
Samantha Murphy
Grace Olds
Shannon Pratt
John Rousseau
Jacqueline Sorensen 
Young
Betty Anne Younker

THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN FINANCIAL SUPPORT INCLUDING:

The donor list is updated in each concert programme. Please let us know of any errors, omissions, 
or corrections. To make a donation and be added to this list, please contact the 

PEI Symphony Orchestra office.

Music Director Sponsor - $10,000  •  Benefactor - $1,000 & over
Musician Sponsor $500–$5,000  •  Patron - $500–$999

Donor - $100–$499  •  Friend - $20–$99

Donations are credited in our programmes and acknowledged with an official tax receipt.

Our charitable number is 11910 3216 RR0001. Donate online at peisymphony.com or mail to:
PEI Symphony Orchestra, PO Box 185, Charlottetown, PE C1A 7K4

902-892-4333  •  admin@peisymphony.com 





Prince Edward Island Symphony Orchestra
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Duffy Foundation


